
M
y dear friends, this is your hour. This is not victory of a party or of any class. It’s a victory of the great British nation as a 

w
hole. W

e w
ere the first, in this ancient island, to draw

 the sw
ord against tyranny. After a w

hile w
e w

ere left all alone against 
the m

ost trem
endous m

ilitary pow
er that has been seen. W

e w
ere all alone for a w

hole year. 

There 
w

e 
stood, 

alone. 
D

id 
anyone 

w
ant 

to 
give 

in? 
[The 

crow
d 

shouted 
“N

o.”] 
W

ere 
w

e  
dow

n-hearted? [“N
o!”] The lights w

ent out and the bom
bs cam

e dow
n. But every m

an, w
om

an 
and child in the country had no thought of quitting the struggle. London can take it. So w

e 
cam

e back after long m
onths from

 the jaw
s of death, out of the m

outh of hell, w
hile all 

the w
orld w

ondered. W
hen shall the reputation and faith of this generation of English 

m
en and w

om
en fail? I say that in the long years to com

e not only w
ill the people 

of this island but of the w
orld, w

herever the bird of freedom
 chirps in hum

an 
hearts, look back to w

hat w
e’ve done and they w

ill say “do not despair, do 
not yield to violence and tyranny, m

arch straightforw
ard and die if need 

be - unconquered.” N
ow

 w
e have em

erged from
 one deadly struggle - a 

terrible foe has been cast on the ground and aw
aits our judgm

ent and 
our m

ercy.

But there is another foe w
ho occupies large portions of the British 

Em
pire, a foe stained w

ith cruelty and greed - the Japanese. 
I rejoice w

e can all take a night off today and another day 
tom

orrow
. Tom

orrow
 our great Russian allies w

ill also be 
celebrating victory and after that w

e m
ust begin the task 

of rebuilding our hearth and hom
es, doing our utm

ost to 
m

ake this country a land in w
hich all have a chance, 

in w
hich all have a duty, and w

e m
ust turn ourselves 

to fulfill our duty to our ow
n countrym

en, and to 
our gallant allies of the U

nited States w
ho w

ere 
so foully and treacherously attacked by Japan. 
W

e w
ill go hand and hand w

ith them
. Even if 

it is a hard struggle w
e w

ill not be the ones 
w

ho w
ill fail.
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