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Ideas to help learn spelling 

Both Spelling and grammar have an increased importance in the National Curriculum.   
Everyone knows spelling practice can be dull, so here are some new ideas…which will you try?    
Education City (accessed via the school homepage ) & BBC Bitesize have some fun word and sentence level games – search bbc spelling games.    Also, there are useful games on the top marks website -  search topmarks spelling and grammar.   Then select the appropriate age menu for the activities.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Type It! – why not type your spelling words on the computer/ ipad/ lap top? (see Top Marks site)
Words within words – see how many new words you can make from your spelling word.  Focussing on the letters helps you to remember the sequencing.

Say it as you see it – some words have more letters than we actually say.  For example Wednesday.  If you say it out loud as Wed nes day it helps remember the unusual spelling. 

Rainbow Words - spell words using different coloured markers or crayons for each letter. 

Rainbow words 2 – go over words in cursive writing and different coloured pens.  Your hand will ‘remember’ the pattern  and know what join comes next. 
Trace - have fun and trace the words on your helpers back or palm.  Focus on properly forming each letter so they can feel it being drawn.

Big Chalk - go outside and spell your words using pavement chalk. 
Shaving Cream - Make a thin layer of shaving cream on a tray and use a paintbrush or fingertip to spell out the words. Have some napkins on hand, or better still, do it in the bath.

Trace in the Air - trace the letters in the air to spell each word.

Letter Tiles - spell words using letter tiles or scrabble tiles
Small/Medium/Large Words -  write the word on scrap paper using the smallest letters they can possibly write, then doing it normal sized and finally jumbo sized. 
Magnet Letters - Take a cookie sheet or head for the fridge, add some magnetic letters and spell out the words. 

Coffee Filters & Markers - write the words using markers on coffee filters. Once you are all done, use a spray bottle of water and turn the spelling practice into art.

Hidden Spelling Words - on a white piece of paper write out the spelling words using a white crayon. Once all words have been written use watercolors and paint to make hidden words appear.

Print Words - Use newspaper or magazine print to cut out fun letters.   Make the words from clipped letters or see if you can find words with the same spelling pattern.  Encourage competition through the week and see who in the family can find the most words that follow the same pattern – ‘ igh ‘ words etc. 

Other Hand - if you are right handed write your words using your left hand, if you are left handed write words using your right hand.

Clothespeg Words - Write letters on clothespegs and peg letters to make words. They can peg onto hanging string (think clothes line) or even an index card. (or lolly sticks)

Flashlight Words - set up an Alphabet chart, turn out the lights and use a flashlight to shine on each letter (one letter at a time) to spell words.

Oral Practice - sure you can just practice spelling your words out loud but wouldn't it be more fun to........

Sing - Use whatever song or beat you like but a simple B-I-N-G-O like song really helps. 
Rap - Yes rap! This is so much fun and a great way to - S to the P to the E to the Double L, spells SPELL! 
Partner Spell - take turns adding a letter to spell each word. For example, for the word FUN - child starts by saying the letter F, parents adds letter U and child then completes word by adding the letter N. This requires focus and listening and is a great exercise.  
Cheerleader Chant - Give me an S, give me a P, give me an E, give me an L, give me a L - what's that spell? SPELL!
Record - use a tape recorder to record child(ren) orally spelling words.

Skip while orally spelling the words or Hula Hoop and spell words out loud.

Hopscotch Spelling - Write letters outside in chalk or play indoors with large letter cards on floor. Hop from letter to letter to spell words.

Bounce a Ball - bounce a ball as you spell words - 1 bounce per letter.

FINALLY...Which is Correct? Ask your helper to write words on dry erase board or scrap paper and include misspelled words. Can you underline the correctly spelled words?
